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Montauk Variations is Matthew 
Bourne’s first studio album – and 
while it may have taken some time 
to emerge in his long-flourishing 
career as a contemporary jazz 
musician and composer, he’s 
certainly making up for the delay by 
announcing that it’ll be the first in 
a series of collaborations with The 
Leaf Label, to include an audio-
visual project recorded on analogue 
synth and an album with vocalist 
Seaming To, which will be released 
either this year or next under the 
name Billy Moon. 

Consciously influenced by the 
soft, refined pastoral of Finzi, Bridge 
and Cyril Scott, and obviously 
affected by the Devon surroundings 
in which it was recorded, Montauk 
Variations is a collection of spare, 
meditative solo piano pieces 
that abound with the scrabbles, 
scrapings and itchiness of the 
countryside. Each work is intricate 
yet somehow uncomplicated, the 
feeling being that each detail is 
there for a reason rather than 
ornamentation. Though most pieces 
possess a knotty, branch-like 
spindliness – most notably Étude 
Psychotique, a suitably erratic 
tangle and smash of octaves that 
lasts just 49 seconds – some are 
happy to simply explore the nature 
of slow, deliberate progression. 
Take Infinitude, which acknowledges 
its title by lingering over gradual 
interval changes as though inhaling 
and absorbing the properties of 
each one before tasting the next. 

Sparse – almost bare – yet 
somehow warm (especially with 
the addition of an interpretation of 
Charlie Chaplin’s Smile at the end), 
Montauk Variations is a record to 
accompany beach walks at dawn.

Lauren Strain

 

CD Montauk Variations 
ARTIST Matthew Bourne
LABEL The Leaf Label
AVAILABLE 6 February

 
 
 

 

  
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
 

 

Muso
February 2012
Lauren Strain



BBC Music
23 January 2012
Martin Longley



Drowned In Sound
7 February 2012
Jon Falcone



The Milk Factory
2 March 2012
Bruno Lasnier



The Skinny
30 January 2012
Chris Buckle

Metro
22 May 2012
Duncan Seaman



All About Jazz
April 2012
John Kelman



musicOMH
6 February 2012
Daniel Paton



All About Jazz
6 March 2012
Bruce Lindsay

Read full interview here: http://bit.ly/LN1us3
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